Handbook

2021/2022

10340 North Deroche Road
Deroche, BC VOM 1G0

Principal: Mike Abercrombie
Phone: 604-826-2360

Fax: 604-826-7138
Website: http://deroche.mpsd.ca




DEROCHE ELEMENTARY HANDBOOK

Welcome back to all of our returning families and a
special welcome to our new families. Please let us
know how we can support you throughout the year.

This handbook is a ready reference which provides general
information about the school, and it will be supplemented by weekly
emails to parents throughout the year. Please watch for our “Bear
Nation” bulletins as they provide valuable information about what is
happening at the school week to week. A calendar of activities will be
posted on our website to keep you informed of important dates and
times.

Mission Statement:

Our school strives to be a nurturing environment that inspires and
equips our students to enjoy and succeed in learning. Our mission is
to ensure that all students possess confidence in their own abilities, a
strong sense of personal worth, and a love of learning.

School Goals:

At Deroche Elementary:

e Our children will develop the character qualities necessary for
social and emotional success and well being

e QOur children will be skilled and confident in their basic
academic skills

e Our children will appreciate, and be connected to, their
traditional culture and their local natural habitat

e Our children will discover and develop their natural, artistic,
athletic, musical, and, or, leadership talents
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VALUES C

\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\

Parents and Community

We recognize that as our children’s first and most

influential teachers, we can promote their success and contribute to an
exemplary school if we can fulfill the following commitments. We
will:

e Establish high expectations in our students. We will not accept
minimum effort or indifference to quality of work.

e Know what is expected in each of our student’s classes and
communicate with teachers when we have a question or
concern.

e Insist that our students accept responsibility for their learning
and conduct.

e Model the importance of lifelong learning.

Student Values

In order to advance our shared vision of an exemplary school, we
will:
e Attend school on a regular basis and arrive punctually to all
classes.

e Have all the necessary supplies and notebooks for class and
homework.

e Establish a homework routine and complete all assignments on
time.

e Pay attention in class.
e Work in an efficient and organized manner in the classroom.

e Be courteous and respectful of others - teachers, staff, fellow
students, visitors, Elders, etc.
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Teacher Values

In order to advance our shared vision of an exemplary

school, we will:

e Provide an inviting classroom environment for
students — an environment with clear expectations,
consistent consequences, and specific articulated,
academic goals.

e Help all students achieve by addressing their individual needs and
learning styles.

e Promote a positive school climate by modeling the qualities and
characteristics that we hope to instill in our students.

e Encourage high levels of student engagement and success so
students are connected and supported in their learning.

e Involve parents in the education of their children by keeping them
informed of student progress and offering suggestions for assisting
their students.

e Teach for understanding, frequently assessing students’
understanding and providing a variety of opportunities for students
to demonstrate mastery.

e Work collaboratively in developing instructional strategies, designing
methods of assessment, and advancing the vision of the school.

The School Office Phone: 604-826-2360

Please feel free to call the school if you have any
questions or concerns. Our office hours are from 8:00 am
to 2:45 pm from Monday to Friday. Our answering
machine is always turned on if our secretary or principal

Is temporarily unavailable. All messages will be retrieved
by the end of the school day. If you are calling after hours
and it is an emergency, please contact Principal Mike Abercrombie at
604-302-5769. For after hour bussing concerns, please contact the
transportation department at 604-826-2377.
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SCHOOL HOURS:

First Bell 8:15 a.m.

Morning session begins  8:20 a.m.

Recess 10:15-10:30 a.m.

Lunch Break 11:45—12:30 p.m.

Afternoon sessions begins 12:30 p.m.

Classes End 2:13 p.m.

STAFFE LIST:
Principal Mike Abercrombie
Secretary Debbie MacLean

Division 1 Teacher: Grade 5/6
Division 2 Teacher: Grade 3/4
Division 3 Teacher: Grade 1/2
Division 4 Teacher: Grade K/1
Learning Support & ISP Teacher
Teacher Librarian

Education Assistants

Indigenous Support Worker
Youth Care Worker
Custodian

Supervision Assistants

Strong Start Facilitator

Amanda Laughlin
Rupinder Takhar
Ashley Edenborough
Rhona Macintosh
Lorraine Berkey
Ann Titford

Erin Von Reisen
Aimee Stobbart
Janice Coombes
Alexis Christie
Tracy Carr
Debby Skipper
Brenda Dean
Lyn-Nell Lousley
Julie Gerbrand
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SCHOOL CALENDAR:

2021/2022 Regular School Calendar

First Day of School (11:00 diSmiSSal) ........ccccoereireneineneineseeeen (am only for students)

NON-INSEFUCLIONAI DAY .....oveiviieiircieice ettt ettt ne e e et seesrenneeneas
STAT — National Day for Truth & ReconCiliation ...........ccccccvviveireieiiiinin e
STAT - ThaNKSGIVING c..cvveieieiesiise ettt e et et e sre st e e reens e e e neesresrenreanes
Provincial Professional Development Day.........cc.cccveveiiriieieese e
NON-INSEFUCLIONAL DAY........cieiiiieie ettt e e sre e
STAT - ReMeMBIanCe DAY .....cccveivieiiiiiiie ettt ste e sre e naeenaeeneenne e
Y Day Assessment/Evaluation (11:00 dismissal) .......ccccovririiriiininsseeseeseecis
Non-Instructional Day / Parent/Student/Teacher Conferences .........ccccoeveevvrenenenieninsinnnnns
Last day before WINer Break ...
SCNOOIS REOPEN ...ttt bbb bbbt et b et sr e b e
District Professional Development DAY ..........ccoereiierieieieniee e
STAT = FAMIIY DAY vttt bbb et ebe e
%2 Day Assessment/Evaluation (11:00 diSMISSal) .......cccveveiiieiiiniiee i
Non-Instructional Day / Parent/Student/Teacher Conferences...........cccooevvvevveiesieseesenenne.
RSy To =T =T | S P
(€T ToTo I 1 o - Y ST
s (=T g (o o - OSSR
NON-INSEFUCLIONAT DAY.......eiviiiieiieieie ittt bt
V1ol (o] AT N YOS
Last day Of SChOOI FOr STUABNTS .......ciuiiiiiicee e

AAMINISLIALIVE DY ... ettt ettt b et es et nee s

Tues., Sept. 7, 2021

Fri., Sept. 24, 2021

Thurs., Sept. 30, 2021

Mon., Oct. 11, 2021
Fri., Oct. 22, 2021

Mon., Nov. 1, 2021

Thurs., Nov. 11, 2021

Fri., Nov. 12, 2021
Fri., Nov. 26, 2021
Fri., Dec. 17, 2021
Tues., Jan. 4, 2022
Fri., Feb. 18, 2022
Mon., Feb. 21, 2022
Fri., Feb. 25, 2022
Fri., Mar. 11, 2022
Mar. 14 - 25, 2022
Fri., Apr. 15, 2022
Mon., Apr. 18, 2022
Fri., May 20, 2022
Mon., May 23, 2022
Wed., June 29, 2022

Fri., June 30, 2022
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Absence from School

We ask all parents to phone the school to let us know if children
are unable to attend classes. There is an answering machine to
handle calls before or after hours.

When a phone call has not been received in the office by 8:45 am,
we will phone home to verify the child’s absence as part of our

“Safe Arrival Program”.

ate Arrival to School

Children who arrive late to school are to report to the office
before they go to class, so we know they are here and we do not
phone home unnecessarily.

DISTRICT DIRECTORY E|ementary Schools
Albert McMahon 604-826-0274
. - ) ) Cherry Hill 604-826-9239
District Administration Office Ecole Christine Morrison 604-826-6528
Phone 604-826-6286 Deroche 604-826-2360
Dewdney 604-826-2516
N Edwin S. Richards 604-826-2834
Facilities Hatzic Elementary 604-826-2481
Phone 604-826-7375 Hillside Traditional 604-826-4187
Ecole Mission Central ~ 604-826-1414
. . Silverdale 604-826-2526
Transportation (Bussing) Stave Falls 604-462-0982
Phone 604-826-2377 West Heights 604-826-6401
Windebank 604-826-2213
Student Services Office Middle & Secondary Schools
Phone 604-826-6286
Hatzic Middle (7-9) 604-826-3651
. . . Heritage Park Middle 604-820-4587
Aboriginal Education Office MSS Secondary (10-12) 604-826-7191
Phone 604-826-3103 Summit Learning Centre  604-820-3333
Fraserview (Alt Ed) 604-826-4337
Riverside 604-814-0446
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SAFETY

Student Injury, lllness and the School’s Procedures ...First Aid

We are cautious when it comes to medical concerns
particularly head and stomach complaints and will call
N home as necessary. If we are unable to contact you, we
~ will try the emergency number that you have given the
school. In obvious emergency situations, we will call
911 first and then try to make contact with you or your
designate. For bumps, bruises, minor cuts and scrapes
we will administer first aid mixed with tender loving
care.

If parents advise the school of a medical problem or physical disability,
we will publish a confidential list of these alerts for the teachers and noon
hour supervisors to be aware of.

Colds are common and present a particular dilemma. We encourage you
to keep your child at home rather than sending them to school and
spreading the germs.

Road Safety

Pedestrians should:
e walk on paths when these are available
e walk on the left side of the road
e walk in single file as cars approach
Cyclists should:
e ride bicycles in single file, close to the right side of the road
walk bicycles through crosswalks
have only person on a bicycle at a time
wear a protective helmet
bikes must not be ridden, but must be walked, inside the bus gates
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Library Program — Purpose:

1. To encourage children to read for pleasure and information by:

e Providing an atmosphere where students develop an appreciation
for, and enjoyment of, books and reading.

e Promoting a lifelong appreciation of literature through a variety
of stimulating and creative approaches to the viewing and
sharing of literature.

e Promoting reading incentive programs to encourage a wide
variety of literature and language experience.

2. To equip the students with the necessary skills for selection,
location and usage of the materials available in our library resource
centre, as well as a general knowledge of all libraries, by teaching:

e The use of the online catalogue

e The parts of a book

e The use of various reference books
e Correct borrowing procedures

e Research using on line websites

3. To encourage the students to be lifelong users of libraries.

4. To Provide books and materials to support the instructional
programs of the school by:
e Supplying the classroom teacher with books and materials to
support the curriculum.
e Supplying the student with the materials for independent
research work.

Lost and Damaged Books: While the students are well instructed
about books, there are times when library books are misplaced, lost or
damaged. In these cases, parents will be asked to pay for these items
or provide a substitute of equal value. This policy helps us maintain
our collection,
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Learning Assistance

The Learning Assistance program provides support
for students who benefit from extra learning support
(having difficulty with their reading, writing or
mathematics development). While we attempt to
support all students who may be experiencing
difficulty, there is an emphasis on early intervention
for students from Kindergarten to Grade 3.

During Learning Assistance times children receive instruction in
individual and small group situations. They also may receive extra in
class support from our Education Assistant.

Any child who receives Learning Assistance will have an L.A. report
included with every classroom report.

Communication with the School

We encourage home and school communication toward the shared goal
of providing the best education for your child.

Please contact the homeroom teacher as the initial contact about any
questions or concerns you may have. The teacher will attempt to deal
with your concerns or may direct you to the Principal or persons directly
involved.

Appointments with Staff

The staff would appreciate parents arranging for appointments if you
have a concern that may take some time to work out. An appointment in
advance will allow the teacher or Principal to provide adequate time for
you, as well as time for collecting any additional information necessary
to help resolve the situation.

10
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Child Custody

Should there be any special circumstances in respect to child custody,
parents or guardians are required to advise the school in writing and
submit a copy of any legal documents.

Parent VVolunteers

We value and encourage the support of parent helpers in the school.

& All volunteers must complete a “School Volunteer
S 2’ Application” and a “Volunteer Driver Form” (if you will
/= % De transporting children). These forms must be
t\‘J completed each year and are available at the school
—= office. A “Consent for Disclosure of Criminal Record
Information form (CRC)” also needs completion. This
can be done on-line at: https://justice.gov.bc.ca/eCRC/ Access Code:
HBQJCL7GSA. Results will be sent to our School Board Office and
they will advise the school when cleared. A CRC is valid for 5 years.
We realize that this process will cause work on everyone’s part, but the
safety of your children is paramount.

Parent Advisory Committee (P.A.C.)

This organization is made up of parents/guardians of students who attend
the school. They meet monthly and consult with the school
administration regarding issues of interest in the operation of the school.
All parents are welcome to attend the meetings held on a regular basis
throughout the year. The executive of the Parent Advisory Council is
elected at the first meeting of the year in September.

11
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School Expectations

The following general rules apply to students at
Deroche Elementary School:

1. Students are not permitted to leave the grounds unless accompanied
by their parent or guardian.

2. The correct entrance and exit routes are to be used at all times.

3. Everyone should do their part to keep the grounds and school clean
and looking nice.

4. We expect each student to act and speak like a responsible citizen of
our community; to show pride in our school and in our community.

5. Students are expected to attend school clothed appropriately. For
example:

e Halter tops, spaghetti straps, muscle shirts, or sun bathing
apparel are not permitted.

e Undergarments are to be covered.

e No bare midriffs.

e Slogans must be appropriate.

e Sleeveless tops must be snug around the arms.

e Hats are not to be worn during classes unless teacher
permission is given.

Classroom Rules

This will vary from teacher to teacher. Please ask your child’s teacher for
clarification.

12
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Washroom Rules

Students are encouraged to use the washrooms during recess and lunch
breaks. Except for the very young, students should seldom need to use the
washroom during class time. Policies regarding the use of washrooms
during class time are primarily the responsibility of the classroom teacher.
Should parents have any concerns regarding the policies please do not
hesitate to present your concerns to the teacher.

Foods should be kept out of the washrooms.

Hall Rules

e Students are expected to walk in the halls.

e During break times, halls are out of bounds unless there is a need for
students to use the washrooms, respond to an emergency, move to the
gym or library or run an errand.

e Students are reminded that the hallways are a “quiet” zone.

Playground/Free Time Rules

The playground is a place for students to play under adult supervision but
with a minimum of adult direction or organization. This means:

e Students share the equipment available.

e Students learn to play with minimal conflict.

e Students are encouraged to solve disputes in peaceful ways.

e Students should play with balls and other equipment in those areas
designated for their use. This will greatly reduce the risk of damage to
the building and the occurrence of broken windows.

e Climbing should be restricted to the apparatus provided.

e Students are not permitted throw sticks, stones, etc.

13




DEROCHE ELEMENTARY HANDBOOK

Indoor Days/Outdoor Days

Decisions are made just before recess and lunch time. If there is a steady
downpour of rain, students may be kept inside. Board games, puzzles,
reading, drawing, and other quiet activities are encouraged. Because fresh air
and exercise are so important, we will have “outside days” even if there is
light rain. Please ensure that your children come to school with proper wet
weather gear.

Phone Use

Students are required to have the permission of a staff member to use the
phone. We discourage the phone being used to make arrangements to go to
a friend’s house or to confirm where a child is to go at the end of the day.
Before your child leaves home ensure that they know what they are
supposed to do after school. If your plans change, by all means call the
school and we will get a message to your child.

If the phone is occupied, the student will be expected to wait quietly in line
outside the office.

Reporting to Parents

The School Act mandates that five reports to parents occur each year:
three of these are formal report cards in November, February and June.
The other two reports are interim reports, either verbal or written, in
October and late April (or early May).

e Students in the Primary Program will receive structured written
report cards.

e Students in the Intermediate Program will receive letter grades and
structured written reports.

14
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Parent/Teacher Conferences

When parents and teachers work together, they
make an unbeatable team. Parent Conferences can
help build the teamwork that helps students learn
better. Some planning by parents can help make
conferences a success. Think about what you want
to learn in the conference. Prepare some questions.
For example:

e How is my child doing in class?

e Does my child use time well?

Does he/she have good work habits?

Does he/she usually turn in homework?

Does my child have any missed assignments?

Does my child have friends?

e How well does he/she get along with others?

e \What can | do at home to support what the teacher is doing?

Talk with your child. Ask what he/she thinks the teacher will say. Ask if
he/she has concerns. Talk about likes, dislikes, problems and successes.

Ask the teacher to explain anything that you do not clearly understand.

Be prepared to talk and listen and we will attempt to do the same. Tell
the teacher what you see at home. Talk about your child’s interests. Talk
about any concerns, and be sure to let the teacher know about anything
that might affect your child’s learning. Follow up. Stay in touch with the
teacher. If you think of a question that you didn’t ask, write a note.

15
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Homework

Homework 1s an expected part of a child’s education program at the
intermediate level.
It should consist of an extension of activities taught
in class, and provide students with independent
practice or time to develop skills or concepts.
— Students in Grades 4/5 should not have more than
one-half hour per day. Grade 6 students should not
receive more than one hour per day. Primary
students do not generally receive any formal
homework, other than home reading; however they
may receive work to complete with parental approval.

Parents can help make homework a positive, successful part of school
life by:

e Providing a quiet, regular place to work.

e Encouraging students to do a good job.

e Assisting in organizing study and homework time.

e Participating, especially if there is an opportunity to read aloud or
listen to your child read.

e Maintaining communication with the teacher.

e Signing your child’s planner nightly.

Student Management Policy

Deroche Elementary School’s Student Management Policy is based on
the belief that positive behaviour should be recognized and rewarded
while negative behaviour is noted and remediated. Behaviour Record
Forms are used as necessary to document specific behaviour and
students are counseled into making proper choices with their interactions
with others.

16
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The school’s policy for discipline aims to accomplish two important
goals:

1. A good education for all involved.
2. Ensuring positive community-mindedness and
well-rounded citizenship from all the children.

Only through cooperation, involvement and communication of students,
parents, teachers and support staff, can this effectively take place. With
these, a fair and just standard of behaviour can be expected and achieved,
and students can have the opportunity to benefit fully from their
educational experiences. Teachers are encouraged to complete classroom
activities throughout the year to reinforce school rules.

Students involved in minor incidents will be given a consequence. The
action and the consequences of the incident will be recorded and
forwarded to the office. Students involved in minor incidents are required
to fill in a Reflection (Thinking) Sheet. These are used as a means of
communicating with parents and recording repeat offenders. Repeats of
minor incidents will be handled as a serious incident. Our aim is to solve
problems in peaceful ways and give the students tools to prevent future
incidents and make amends.

Students who find themselves involved in a serious incident such as
fighting, swearing, intimidation, rudeness, disrespect or defiance of
authority will be referred to the Principal immediately. At that point,
everyone involved will have an opportunity to give their side. If the
situation warrants a consequence, one will be given by the school
administrator. Consequences usually fall in this order: Loss of recess
and/or noon-hour privileges, in-school suspensions, home suspension
from 1 — 6 days, restorative justice circles, referral to the
Superintendent’s Discipline Committee. Some serious offences may
warrant an immediate home suspension.

17
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School Code of Conduct: (S.R.R.)

We want our students to govern their behaviour at school. We expect our
students make choices that are:

S - Safe
R - Responsible
TAZIAZ R - Respectful

Our Code of Conduct details expectations for student behaviour while at
school and while attending school activities at any location. The school
maintains high expectations for student behaviour and manners based on
principles of safety, respect and responsibility.

Be helpful to others by thinking and playing safe
Be respectful to yourself, others and property
Report to an adult if you think someone needs help
Think before you act

Take pride in your accomplishments

Strive for your personal best

STUDENT MANAGEMENT POLICY

All staff who supervise students will be issued with Super Bear SR?slips
which they may use to recognize positive citizenship behaviours as they
occur. Such behaviour may include helping someone who has been
injured, cleaning up an area voluntarily or serving on a school committee.

A S¢ A
DEROCHE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
Bears SRz Ticket “m’"

SR? slips are generally issued for
behaviours that occur outside of the
classroom. The names of students
who receive slips will be entered for a

Safety 4]
I’L Responsibility § gspecial draw which occurs every
Respect = Friday afternoon.
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